


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6IVw5AtcbCQ


YOU ARE SAFE HERE



The ECC Community of Practice is dedicated 
to creating safe, caring, and empathetic 
communities that empower children and 

families to build strong relationships, 
fostering a foundation for lifelong learning 

through collaborative expertise and 
compassion.

Early Childhood Coalition Communities of practice 
Collaborative: Expertise, Compassionate Care, Lasting Impact.
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Looking Back & Ahead



EVENT SPOTLIGHT

Learning Through 
Nature Play

A landmark success on May 16th with our 
goal of 75 registrants.  Keynote by Rusty 
Keeler on designing landscapes for deep 
childhood connection. 40 total educators 
received gateways credentials for this 
conference. 

The event brought together diverse partners, 
including the Rock Island Regional Office of 
Education, EveryChild, SAL, United Township 
Career Center, Project Now, and The Quad 
City Botanical Center. The goal was to share 
resources, network, and celebrate the 
significance of our natural world.



Digital Thought Partner

Regularly updated eccaca.org with specialized 
resources: IEP guides, neuroscience-based 
co-regulation tools, and care 
handouts/printables for parents and educators. 
Collaborated with partners (Equip for Equality, 
Illinois Interagency Council on Early Intervention, 
Western Illinois University and others) to ensure 
accurate and beneficial resources.

Formal Collaboration

Worked very closely with Coalition members on 
implementing the Multilingual conference, 
Learning Through Nature Play Day, CD 
bootcamps, developing the R3 proposal for FY27 
and more.   Secured new MOU’s for FY27 with local 
partners: UnityPoint, YWCA, Project NOW, P&J 
Tender Care, and the Regional Office of 
Education. 

https://www.eccqca.org/en/resources


Reframing Kindergarten Readiness
A Social Perspective

Moving beyond academic benchmarks, we are 
reframing readiness as being "socialized to include 
others."

Utilizing individualized strategies to meet diverse 
student needs, ensuring no child is left behind in 
early development.

Creating Adaptations for Routines and Activities
Access this learning module to explore each topic of CARA’s Kit, 
from the introduction to the process to example adaptations.

About CARA’s Kit:CARA’s Kit, created by Philippa H. Campbell & 
Suzanne A. Milbourne and published in 2007, is designed for 
teachers and consultants who are involved in providing early care 
and education for children under age 6. CARA’s kit contains 
information on how to make adaptations for individuals or groups 
of children who are experiencing challenges during everyday 
routines and activities.

CARA’s Kit online was developed by Pennsylvania Early 
Intervention Technical Assistance with funding from the 
Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning. 
CARA’s Kit online is hosted by the Division for Early Childhood of the 
Council for Exceptional Children.























If all else fails…

Email me and let me know- I am here to help!

georgiastear@gmail.com





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULIeVhcGo9E


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5fGbACJ0Wo



